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Each year The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) at QUT analyses 
statistics on donations to Deductible Gift Recipients (DGRs), made by Australian individual taxpayers 
and claimed as deductions in their income tax returns. The information presented below is based on 
the amount and type of tax-deductible donations made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers 
for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 extracted from the Australian Taxation Office's (ATO) 
publication Taxation Statistics 2014–15.1 
Because the ATO data comes from individuals’ income tax returns, this analysis does not include giving 
by corporate and trust taxpayers, or “non-tax contributions” such as raffles, sponsorships, fundraising 
purchases or volunteering. This is smaller than all giving which in 2016 was estimated to be $11.2 
billion by over 80% of the Australian adult population.2  
For the second time, data has been released on the median amount donated. The median number is the 
middle number when all values are aligned in numerical order. It can provide a more accurate picture 
than the average as it is not skewed by a few values at one end of the spectrum. The following is a 
summary of the findings on median amount donated. 
                                                 
 
1 The data represents information in tax returns for the 2014–15 year processed by the ATO as at 31 October 2016. 
2 McGregor-Lowndes, Myles, Marie Crittall, Denise Conroy and Robyn Keast with Christopher Baker, Jo Barraket and 
Wendy Scaife. 2016. Individual giving and volunteering. Giving Australia 2016 report series commissioned by the Australian 
Government Department of Social Services. Brisbane, Queensland: The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Studies, Queensland University of Technology, Centre for Social Impact Swinburne, Swinburne University of Technology 
and the Centre for Corporate Public Affairs. http://www.communitybusinesspartnership.gov.au/about/research-
projects/giving-australia-2016/  
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1. How much was claimed as gift deductions overall? 
 The total amount donated and claimed as tax-deductible donations in 2014–15 was $3.1 
billion (compared to $2.6 billion in 2013–14).3 This constitutes a 15% increase or $464 million 
from the previous income year. 
 The average tax-deductible donation made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers in 
2014–15 was $674.14, which is an increase of 17.13% from $575.54 in 2013–14. 
 In 2014–15, the median amount donated and claimed was $105. This is an increase of 5% from 
2013–14 where the median donation was $100. 
2. Are male or female taxpayers more likely to claim deductible donations? 
 In 2014–15, 2.29 million males (33.43% of Australian male taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible 
donations to DGRs, amounting to $1.88 billion. This represents 61.11% of the total tax-deductible 
donations claimed in 2014–15. A total of 2.28 million females (35.81% of Australian female 
taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs in 2014–15, totalling $1.2 billion. 
 The average tax-deductible donation claimed by Australian male taxpayers in 2014–15 was 
$821.02, compared to $526.19 for Australian female taxpayers. 
 For the 2014–15 income year, the ATO released data on the median amount claimed by males and 
females in each income bracket. Chart 1 (overleaf) displays this information. In both the $80,001 
to $180,000 and $180,000 or more brackets, females donated more than men (both in terms of 
average and median donation). The median donation for females in the $180,000 or more income 
band was $550, while the median for males was $421. These are both well below the averages for 
these groups ($6,240.57 for females and $5,304.65 for males). 
                                                 
 
3 The 2014–15 figures are those returns entered onto the ATO database as at 31 October 2016. The 2014–15 figures are 
likely to alter over the next couple of years as more returns are processed. The previous year’s figures are those entered as 
at 31 October in the year of release. 
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Chart 2 displays the median amount donated for males and females by age group for those earning 
$180,000 or more. The median amount donated rises by age for both males and females. Males have 
a greater median donation at the upper and lower ends of the age spectrum, while females have a 
greater median donation than males in all age brackets from 35 to 74 years. 
 
 
 
 $-
 $1,000
 $2,000
 $3,000
 $4,000
 $5,000
 $6,000
 $7,000
Less than or
equal to $18,200
$18,201 to
$37,000
$37,001 to
$80,000
$80,001 to
$180,000
$180,001 or
more
M
ed
ia
n
 d
o
n
at
in
 (
$
)
Income
Chart 1: Median gifts by gender and income, 2014-15
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Chart 2: Median donations by age and gender for those 
earning $180,000 or more
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3. Which state’s individual taxpayers claim the most deductible gifts to DGRs? 
 The largest proportion of donations in 2014–15 came from New South Wales, where 1,464,399 
taxpayers claimed tax-deductible donations amounting to $1.23 billion. This represented 39.78% 
of the national total. The next largest proportion – 30.61% of the national total – came from 
Victoria where taxpayers claimed tax-deductible donations totalled $942.85 million. Queensland 
taxpayers claimed a total of $382.42 million in deductible gifts, followed by Western Australia with 
$250.56 million. 
 New South Wales taxpayers claimed the largest average tax-deductible donation: $836.65, 
compared to the national average of $674.14. Victorian taxpayers had an average gift of $752.29, 
followed by taxpayers in the Australian Capital Territory with an average gift of $686.16. 
 Those in the Australian Capital Territory had the greatest median donation of $195, while those 
in New South Wales had a median donation of $135, followed by Western Australia ($120). The 
median donation for taxpayers in all other states and territories was $100. 
4. Which occupations claim the highest median gift 
 Table 1 displays the highest median gift claimed by occupation for the 2014-15 income year.4 Judge 
– law claimed the most with a median donation of $1,592 followed by Members of Parliament 
($1,276). Medical professionals ranked 3 to 9 with Magistrates rounding out the top ten with a 
median tax-deductible donation of $786. 
Table 1: Highest MEDIAN Gifts Claimed by Individual Taxpayers 2014-15 by 
OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation Median gift ($) 
1 Judge - law 1,592 
2 Member of parliament 1,276 
3 Cardiologist 912 
4 Ophthalmologist 874 
5 Thoracic medicine specialist 870 
6 Medical specialist - type not specified 850 
7 Anaesthetist 838 
8 Gastroenterologist 800 
9 Specialist physician - general medicine 789 
10 Magistrate 786 
                                                 
 
4 The 2014–15 data had not been released at the time of this report. 
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Tax-Deductible Gifts by Postcode 
Table 2 identifies the postcode in each state whose taxpayers had claimed the largest average 
deductible gift. 
 In 2014–15, the postcode claiming the highest average gift was Park Orchards in Victoria, with an 
average donation of $58,460.07, ahead of Portsea also in Victoria where the average donation 
was $48,253.80. 
 In New South Wales, the postcode NSW 2030 (Dover Heights, HMAS Watson, Rose Bay North, 
Vaucluse) recorded the highest average gift in the state with $21,566.27. 
 In Queensland, the small industrial Brisbane postcode comprising Eagle Farm (QLD 4009) claimed 
the highest average gift in the state with an average tax-deductible donation of $21,130.29 per 
gifting taxpayer.5 
 The median donation for these postcodes has also been recorded. Apart from the Northern 
Territory postcode of 0880, the median gift per gifting taxpayer was well below the average 
donation for these postcodes.  
  
                                                 
 
5 It should be noted that there are only 107 taxpayers in this postcode and the next highest postcode for Queensland was 
4007 (Ascot, Hamilton, Hamilton Central) which claimed $6,915.14 per gifting taxpayer. 
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Electronic copies of the complete working paper ACPNS 70: An Examination of Tax-Deductible 
Donations made by Individual Australian Taxpayers in 2014–15 will be available from the QUT website 
at https://eprints.qut.edu.au/107788/ in due course. 
                                                 
 
6 The miscellaneous SA other category claimed the highest average gift for the state at $9,451.25. This has been excluded 
from table 15 as it does not refer to a specific region or postcode. 
Table 2: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2014–15 by POSTCODE for each 
State 
State & 
Postcode Places within Postcode 
Average Gift per 
Gifting Taxpayer ($) 
Median Gift per 
Gifting Taxpayer 
NSW 2030 
Dover Heights, HMAS 
Watson, Rose Bay North, 
Vaucluse, Watsons Bay 
21,566.27 350 
VIC 3114 Park Orchards 58,460.07  166 
QLD 4009 Eagle Farm BC, Eagle Farm 21,130.29  200 
SA6 5006 
North Adelaide, North 
Adelaide Melbourne ST 
3,954.90  250 
WA 6153 
Canning Bridge Applecross, 
Brentwood, Applecross, 
Applecross North, Ardross, 
Mount Pleasant 
4,044.81  210 
TAS 7162 Birchs Bay, Woodbridge 8,534.21  136 
NT 0880 
Gunyangara, Gapuwiyak, 
Yirrkala, Nhulunbuy 
1,113.27  1,016 
ACT 2603 
Forrest, Griffith, Manuka, 
Red Hill 
2,492.52  260 
